
 
 
 
 

It’s time for another lunch gathering!   
 
I would like to direct your attention to the March 2016 issue of Strategic Finance.  In particular, 
the Ethics session which has an article titled “Six Unethical Practices That Need to Stop”.  It 
suggests that US wealth has become concentrated in the hands of a very few.  It goes on to 
state why that’s relevant and potential steps that may help reverse that trend.  It’s definitely 
worth checking out! 
 
Hopefully, you will also come and check out this month’s speaker Bill Podell.  He is the SVP 
Business Intelligence and Big Data Practice, MBI Solutions, Atlanta, GA and his topic will be 
"Technology Focus: Current Trends in Business Intelligence and Big Data for Finance and 
Accounting"  We would love for you to attend! 
  
Also, congratulations to those celebrating their IMA anniversaries this month of April:  
 
Everett Walker, 47  T Larry Leopard, 46  David Haney, 32  
Jill Blondo, 27   Lawrence Dawson, 20   
  
Additionally, I would like to highlight upcoming event(s) and/or chapter information: 
 
 IMA Carolinas Council Spring Conference, April 21-22, 2016 
 Annual IMA Wine Tasting, April 23rd, 2016 (Contact: Denny Boll - bolld@bellsouth.net). 

Deadline to RSVP: April 18th 
 Spartanburg IMA Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/imaspartanburg 
 Gleim CMA Exam reimbursement  
 
The meeting will be held at The Piedmont Club with the buffet line opening at 11:30 and the 
presentation following at 12:00.  Please respond promptly to the email invitation no later than 
Friday, April 15th.  If you do not receive an Evite, please contact Beverli Kusztos @ 
bkusztos@wabtec.com and she can get you added to the list. 
 
Please join us!  
 
Don’t forget to keep the Spartanburg Area IMA Student Chapter in mind if your company needs 
talented accounting professionals as interns or even recent graduates for new job opportunities.  
If you are not directly involved in hiring but your company has an internship program, please 
send me an email so we can connect with your organization. 
 

 Don’t forget the IRS tax deadline has been moved to April 18th! 
 
Sincerely,  

 Angela Geter  
IMA President, Spartanburg Chapter 2015-2016 
The Arts Partnership of Greater Spartanburg 
Chapman Cultural Center 
200 East Saint John Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29306 
(864) 278-9697 

Dear IMA Spartanburg Area Chapter Members: 

I N S T I T U T E  O F  

M A N A G E M E N T  

A C C O U N T A N T S  
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Next Meeting 
April 19, 11:30 a.m. 
 
Regular Members $20.00 
Retired Members $16.00 
Students $11.00 
 

 

C O N N E C T I N G  Y O U  W I T H  S P A R T A N B U R G ’ S  I M A  
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Power Your PotenƟal 



T H E  H U B  

IMA Spartanburg Chapter – April 19, 2016 
 

  Bill Podell, Senior Vice President  
 Business Intelligence and Big Data Practice 

    MBI Solutions, Atlanta, GA   
   

 “Current Trends in Business Intelligence and Big Data 
    for Finance and Accounting” 

 

 

Bill’s role with MBI is to help grow their Managed Services practice in the areas of Big Data and 

Business Intelligence. He works with customers to improve their competitive strengths using analytics 

from data stored in Netezza or Hadoop and incorporating analytics from any Business Intelligence 

Platform. Having the right strategy and business understanding of your data is essential to a successful 

implementation. MBI has had tremendous success in supporting and developing implementations for 

Healthcare as well as the Financial industry. 

CAROLINAS COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP 

The Carolinas Council, the first regional Council formed in the InsƟtute of Management 
Accountants (IMA), awards annually two (2) $1,000 scholarships to students enrolled in 
a four year educaƟon program and one (1) $500 scholarship for a student enrolled in a 
two year educaƟon program.   

Any IMA student member who has not previously received a Carolinas Council IMA 
scholarship is encouraged to apply.  A copy of the scholarship criteria and applicaƟon 
form can be found on our website.   

hƩp://carolinascouncil.imanet.org/carolinas‐council‐scholarship   

  

If you have any quesƟons please contact Kim Coleman at  

kvgcoleman@hotmail.com or Jamie Long at jlong@mriraleigh.com. 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 
 
BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC Job Function Data Sheet 
 
Position: 70026144 Revision Date: 04/05/2016 Approved JFDS 
Job Title: Professional 
Position Title: Financial Reporting Specialist 
Function Level: Professional 
Department Code: TS-72 
Department Name: Accounting, Trade Compliance 
 
Position Purpose/Scope :  What are the key objectives of the position? 
Provides financial reporting of actuals, forecasts budget and consolidated financial results to BMW AG.  Leads, plans, 
coordinates and performs month end closing processes as well as financial reporting, cash flow projections, and transfer price 
calculations for BMW MC and CS.  Conducts and supports analysis of financial statements.  Acts as the liaison for the central 
financial reporting, accounting and controlling departments in BMW AG. 
 
Position Responsibilities/Accountabilities :  List the major duties/accountabilities to achieve the positions key objectives. 
Organizes and coordinates schedules and processes financial data to meet all BMW MC and SKD reporting deadlines (Budget, 
month end, quarter and year end close, Forecast, ad hoc analysis). Maintains financial systems processing to meet all deadlines 
and assures accuracy and consistency of all data (SAP, JRP, BCS, etc.).  Performs complex financial analyses and compiles 
financial statements and reports on corporate level for all affected divisions (T, M, V, F).  Analyzes variances of financial issues 
(profit and loss, balance sheet, revenue, FX, interest, cash flow, working capital, reports, etc.).  Performs cost of sales controlling 
for BMW CS.  Identifies areas of improvement in controlled processes and systems and encourages improvement processes.  
Performs additional duties as assigned by management. 
 
Ill. Position Competencies 
Education 
BA/BS degree or German equivalent in Finance, Accounting, Business, Economics. 
Experience 
5+ years experience in a Financial/Controlling/Accounting role to include experience in reporting, controlling, budgeting, and 
project management.  3 - 5 years experience in a manufacturing environment (preferred) 
Training 
Per applicable BMW training standards. 
Licenses and/or Certifications 
CPA (Certified Public Accountant) / CMA (Certified Management Accountant) (preferred) 
Knowledge/Skills/Abilities: 
Expert proficiency in PC spreadsheets and general Windows environment; database skills desirable. 
Advanced knowledge of accounting principles. 
Advanced knowledge of consolidation processes. Advanced SAP proficiency, especially in Fl, MM modules. 
Advanced accounting analysis skills. 
Advanced analytical thinking skills. 
Advanced ability to initiate improvements. 
Advanced ability to work collaboratively. 
Intermediate direction setting skills. 
Intermediate ability to take ownership. 
Intermediate ability to communicate for results. 
Intermediate ability to adapt to change. 
Intermediate ability to think strategically. 
Intermediate ability to focus on the customer. 
Intermediate knowledge of the business. 
Basic ability to develop talent. 
Ability to act with integrity. 

 
Primary Work Location/Shift : (If> 1 location, indicate % of time spent at each location.) 
Plant Spartanburg 95%; Other 5% 
 
 
To apply, logon to https://www.bmwusfactory.com under Careers/The BMW Workforce. 
If the position is not listed on the website, you can submit your resume by creating a profile.  



SPARTANBURG AREA IMA 

Wine Tasting Dinner 
Saturday, April 23, 2016- 7:00PM 

Two Samuels Restaurant 

351 East Henry Street 

Wines & Culinary Offerings of France 

Appetizer 

Assorted Cheese Board  

Array of Cheeses – Port Wine Infused Derby – Goat Cheese with Tomato Jam – Fried Brie with Blackberry 

Chutney 

*Champalou, Vouvray Sec, 2014* 

First Course  

French Country Salad 

Mixed Greens – Marinated Asparagus – Pickled Beans – Toasted Pecans – Feta Cheese 

    Balsamic Vinaigrette Dressing 

 
                                           *Henry Perrusset, Macon Villages, 2014*  

Second Course  

Artichoke and Spinach Stuffed Portobello 

Roasted Red Pepper Coulis Drizzle 

*Michel Magnien, Bourgogne Rouge, 2013* 

Third Course 

Traditional Bouillabaisse 

Fresh Fish – Mussels – Clams – Shrimp – Rich Provencal Sauce 

*Domaine Grosbois, Cuisine Ma Mere, Chinon, 2014* 

Fourth Course 

Duck A L’orange 

Pan Seared Duck Breast – Orange Zest Reduction – Red Quinoa 

*Chateau Fourcas‐Borie, Listrac (Medoc), 2011 * 

Dessert Course 

Amaretto Crème Brule Paired with French Macaroon 

*Brunier, Telegramme, Chateauneuf duPape, 2013* 

Cost is $45 per person 

Contact Denny Boll for ReservaƟons by April 18‐ bolld@bellsouth.net 





 



    SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

Spartanburg Area IMA is partnering with APICS Industrial Crescent Chapter (Upstate 
South Carolina) on Tuesday, May 17, 2016 to bring you a dinner meeƟng in Greenville 
at the Hilton on "S&OP Success: How and Why to engage Top Management." Cost is 
$25 and 1 hour of CPE will be offered. This is a great opportunity for those IMA mem‐
bers that live further towards the Greenville side to aƩend an IMA funcƟon and net‐
work with both our chapter and APICS for the evening. Session synopsis and speaker 
bio on the next page. 

 

As APICS is trying to get an esƟmate, if you are interested, please email 
Jill.Blondo@SealedAir.com with your tentaƟve yes by April 15th. An Evite will go out 
at the beginning of May for a more exact count.   

 

MeeƟng Details 

Topic: S&OP Success ‐ How and Why to engage Top Management 

Speaker: Bob Stahl 

Place: Hilton Greenville, 45 W Orchard Park Dr, Greenville, SC 29615 

Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm; Networking starts at 6:00 pm, dinner around 6:30 pm, and 
presentaƟon at 7:00 pm 

Cost: $25 / person for IMA Members (non‐members $30) 

There is also a Pre‐Dinner MeeƟng Seminar;  Registrants for dinner meeƟngs may 
aƩend a 5:15 pm session on an APICS related topic, and earn an addiƟonal CPE credit 
at no addiƟonal charge!  

 

For more informaƟon on this APICS conƟnuing educaƟon topic, please contact Jill 
Blondo. For any other APICS session, please see their website at hƩp://www.apics‐
industrialcrescent.org/  





2015-2016  
Chapter Meetings 

 
July 14, 2015 

August 11, 2015 
September 8, 2015 
October 13, 2015 

November 10, 2015 
December 8, 2015 
January 12, 2016 

February 16, 2016 
March 15, 2016 
April 19, 2016 
May 17, 2016 

** Note new meeƟng dates 

for February through May ** 



 

 

 

 





IMA News 
C O N N E C T I N G  Y O U  W I T H  S P A R T A N B U R G ’ S  I M A  

Heidi Kerns, Rutherford County Schools Finance Officer, received the State Treasurer’s Award of Excellence in 
Accounting and Financial Management.  Mrs. Kerns accepted the award at the Board Meeting May 8 on behalf of 
Rutherford County Schools and the rest of the RCS Finance Department. 

 

T H E  H U B  

 

CMA® Certification Entrance Fee and Exam Fee Increases 

Effective July 1, 2013, ICMA® (Institute of Certified Management Accountants) will be 
raising the fees related to the CMA program:  

• The CMA Exam Fee will increase from $350 to $380 per exam part. ICMA will 
continue to offer a $100 discount if both parts are taken during the same testing 
window.  

• The CMA Certification Entrance Fee for candidates entering the program will increase 
from $225 to $240.  

 

The change in fees is the first increase made by ICMA in more than two years, 
reflecting the increase in costs to administer the program. We’re confident you’ll agree 
that CMA certification remains a wise investment of time and cost, enabling expanded 
career opportunities and earnings potential.  

 

 CMA® Certification Fee Structure Change for Student and   
    Academic Members 

 

Effective January 1, 2014, ICMA® (Institute of Certified Management Accountants) has 
made the following fee structure changes to the CMA program:  

 

• The Student/ Academic CMA® Entrance Fee has increased from $75 to $120.  

 

• The $100 discount when a student or academic registers for both parts at the same time 
for the same testing window has been eliminated. 

 

The new membership application with the updated rates can be found on IMA’s website in 
the Online Store under Membership Products. 





Contacts: 
Meeting Topic Ideas Travis Sutton sutton@inbox.com 

CPE Certificates Travis Sutton sutton@inbox.com 
(Reference CPE Certificate in subject line of email.) 

CMA Program Ev Walker ev-walker@morrisbb.net 

Spartanburg IMA Website Richard Burgess rburgess@upstateits.com 

EVITE Beverli Kusztos  BKusztos@Wabtec.com 

Carolinas Council Info Peggy Reeves 
 

PReeves@prtcnet.com 
 

Newsletter Input (submit by 
last week of month prior to 
issue date) 

Cindy Cobb Cindy.Cobb@canal-ins.com 

Job Openings Cindy Cobb Cindy.Cobb@canal-ins.com 

How to Update Your Profile 
Because IMA Global has just updated their Web Site, the instructions have changed.  So if you have moved, changed 
jobs (retired also), got a new e-mail address, phone number, fax number, or a new area code for your telephone, you can 
easily update your profile trough the following steps:   
 

 Go to www.imanet.org. 

 Click on log in 

 Your log in is your IMA membership number 

 Put in your password (Your last name) 

 In the upper right hand corner you should see “Welcome, (And your Name)” 

 Click on that 

 Click on View my Account Profile 

 Hit Go 

 You can now edit your home and business address 

 At the bottom of the screen, under My Communications methods, you can change your email and telephone 
numbers.   

Check it out just to make sure IMA has everything correct.  If going online is not for you, you can always call 
1-800-638-4427 and speak to a customer representative about updating your profile. 

It is important that we have the correct information.  The Evite uses the current roster to notify you of meetings.  Our 
newsletter director uses your email address on record to notify you that our newsletter is ready for viewing.  If the 
information is not correct, you may not be getting communications in a timely manner. 



APRIL TRIVIA 
 1.  According to the IRS, how long does it take the average American to complete their federal income tax return 

(including record‐keeping) ?  

a. 4 hours    b. 9 hours    c. 13 hours    d. 23 hours  

 

  2.  How many pages were in the 2015 U.S. federal tax code ?  

a.  26,300    b. 40,500    c. 61,923    d. 74,608  

 

  3.  According to IMA’s 2015 global salary survey, what percentage of respondents reported overall job saƟsfacƟon ?   

a  30%       b. 43%       c. 53%       d. 56% 

      
  4.  Which food is a natural stress reducer ?  

a. Berries           b. Dark chocolate  

c. Turkey          d. All of the above 

 

  5.  Since 1970, Earth Day has been celebrated every year on April 22nd.  About 70% of the Earth is covered with wa‐

ter but what percent is potenƟally potable fresh water ? 

a. 1%      b. 2.5%      c. 4.8%      d. 7.3% 

 

  6.  According to DigitalTrends.com, how much Ɵme does the average American spend on their phone per day ? 

  a. 3.1 hours    b. 4.7 hours    c. 5.9 hours    d. 6.2 hours     

     

  7.  In honor of Arbor Day, what tree was designated as America’s naƟonal tree in 2004 ?  

  a. Oak      b. Pine      c. Maple     d. Redwood 

 

  8.  According to the American Pet Products AssociaƟon's 2015‐2016 NaƟonal Pet Owners Survey, what percent of 

U.S. households own a pet ?  

  a. 43%      b. 56%      c. 65%      d. 71%  

   

  9.  How much food does the average person eat in a lifeƟme ?  

  a. 22 tons  b. 35 tons  c. 47 tons    d. 51 tons 

 

10.  Who is the only golfer to compete in 50 consecuƟve Masters ?  

  a. Arnold Palmer    b. Ben Hogan 

  c. Gary Player    d. Jack Nicklaus 

TRIVIA ANSWERS 
 
1. C   6.  B 
2. D   7.  A 
3. C   8.  C 
4. D   9.  B 
5.     B 10.  A 










